Roots of the Revolution

The roots of the American Revolution reach far down into history, the political, religious, economic and cultural freedom that it championed in this country and that it both inspired and in later years defended in Europe and in countries around the globe, springs primarily form one significant event in world history.

That event, is the publishing and wide distribution, of the Bible, in the language of the common people.  That event, that printing of the Bible, was at the same time both a result and a crucial support, of another major event in the history of freedom - the Protestant Reformation in Europe in the 1500s.

The Bible, as you know, is a compilation of God's revelation to the Jewish people and of the gospel ministry of Jesus Christ and His apostles.  It is also the source of the vital concept of  human equality and of universal inalienable human rights as well as the concepts both of respect for, and limitations upon, human government.  It is also the foundation of the concept of the rule of law.  In it the rights of the accused and requirements of due process are clearly established.  Within its pages can also be found models of separated branches of representative government.  Through it, Jesus, taught that leaders are to be servants of the people instead of reigning as masters over them, and beyond merely teaching that concept, He inspired His followers with His consistent example of that same servant leadership, even to the point of sacrificing Himself, for the salvation of His people.  His apostles taught that there is a higher law, a higher loyalty, than that which is owed to human government.  They further taught that human leaders themselves are also subject to law and are not above the law, and that no human government may force people to violate their consciences or to betray their foremost loyalty, to God.  For as the apostles said when the authorities demanded that they stop telling people about Jesus - "We ought to obey God rather than men."  

In the first centuries after the ministry of Jesus Christ His followers were brutally tortured and killed by the Roman Government because they refused to renounce their savior and they refused to worship the Roman emperor as though he were a God.  In the 1500s the protestants in Europe would also suffer in similar ways for their loyalty to Christ alone. Tyranny and corruption could not be imposed continuously upon a people who possessed a higher loyalty to a just and loving God.  Those who wielded coercive power feared and suppressed the Bible and its truths in order to maintain their positions of unrestrained power. 

The American Revolution and the political, economic and cultural freedom attained thereby was a direct result of the people's discovery, in the Bible, of the liberty with which God Himself had endowed them.  And more than merely educating them, God,  through His Spirit, used the Bible to inspire and enliven our patriot forefathers to defend our God given human rights, against the threat of resurgent tyranny.  For truly, as our forefathers discovered by personal experience "where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."

The protestant reformation's rediscovery of the clear and unencumbered gospel of Jesus Christ, that liberating good news of salvation by faith through the grace of Christ alone had a profound and powerful impact in the lives of the people.  Their love for their Savior and their loyalty to Him emboldened them to serve and worship Him freely as the Bible and God's Spirit directed their consciences to do. This put them directly at odds with the government and ecclesiastical powers who had long reined in tyranny over them.

This was a watershed event in history.  They would either remain under human government tyranny or they would follow their Lord into religious freedom, and, inevitably, into political, economic and cultural freedom as well.

This did not happen all at once however.  It was a long process gradually unfolding throughout the next 300 years.

Join me now as we examine some brief snapshots of the historical timeline that will reveal the unfolding of freedom as it relates to the English and later to the American peoples.  Most of the entries the following timeline and their accompanying notes are from the two excellent books - Forged in Faith by Rod Craig and God of Liberty by Thomas S. Kidd.  I highly recommend these books to your reading as well as any books by David Barton.

1378   John Wycliffe translates the Bible into English and with the help of his poor preachers the Lollards clandestinely distributes it to the people throughout England.  He said “I believe that in the end truth will conquer.”  Wycliffe died in peace but his bones would later be dug up and burned by the ecclesiastical authorities.
1410   Wycliffe's writings influenced Jan Huss. He is burned at the stake and exclaims - “In 100 years, God will raise up a man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.”
1517  Martin Luther presents his 95 theses, or proposals, for reform of the Roman Catholic Church.

1526   William Tyndale translates the Bible into English and has it printed and distributed secretly.  He is persecuted and hunted from then on. 

1534   King Henry the 8th of England separates from the Roman Catholic church and establishes the Church of England.

1536  Tyndale is captured and executed. He exclaims - "Oh Lord, open the king of England's eyes."

1538   King Henry the 8th approves of the printing of the Tyndale/Coverdale Great Bible in English.  He says it is "to be read by all his people."

1553   Catholic Queen Mary the 1st persecutes and burns protestants at London's infamous Smithfield execution site.  Many protestants flee to Switzerland where they learn the concept of Higher Law taught by reformation theologian John Calvin.  He teaches that people are to submit to rulers unless those rulers required them to violate their consciences or their loyalty to God and that the state is not to regulate the church.

1558  Queen Elisabeth the 1st ascends to the throne and in1559 decrees the  "Act of Uniformity" which establishes protestant theology along with a Catholic form of worship in the church of England .  Many could not accept the catholic form of worship and became separatists, non conformists and Congregationalists with each church independent and self governing.  They believed that everyone was equal in the sight of God and they were persecuted by the state.

1604 King James the 1st ascends to the throne and in 1611   commissions the printing of the King James Bible.  It competes with the Geneva Bible which included notes against tyranny.  King James persecutes the separatists. "I will make them conform themselves or else harry them out of the land, or else do worse" - the separatists and nonconformists flee to the Netherlands.

1620  The separatists sail for the new world aboard the Mayflower - they refer to themselves as the Pilgrims and they established their Plymouth Colony on the theology of the reformation. They attempt an economic system of communalism but this fails totally.  They then institute a free enterprise system that succeeds tremendously.

1625  King Charles the 1st ascends to the throne and installs Archbishop Laud who persecutes the puritans who had remained in the Anglican church desiring to purify it from within.  Puritan pastors are dismissed and hundreds are excommunicated.  Torture and violations of due process are practiced in the secretive Court Of The Star Chamber.  Charles asserts the divine right of kings and dissolves Parliament.  The 11 years tyranny begins.

1630 - 1640  Over 20,000 Puritans flee to America and establish the Massachusetts Bay Colony in New England .  They were England's middle class and its most religiously motivated people.  They are granted a charter of self rule by the king who is glad to be rid of them.

1642  Charles attempts to arrest opposition members of Parliament resulting in the English Civil War which is won by the parliament's Puritans led by Oliver Cromwell who becomes Lord Protector of England after Charles is executed for treason.

1660  English monarchy is restored under Charles the 2nd.  England becomes increasingly secular.

Meanwhile, in the colonies, a new and distinctly American culture emerges comprised of  

Bible reading - education and literacy were emphasized so that people could read the Bible.  Illiteracy was considered a sin because it kept people from God and made them vulnerable to the devil.  The colonists soon they became the most literate people in the world.  Harvard university established in 1636 to train new ministers.

Free enterprise, industry, thrift and the puritan work ethic become hallmarks of their culture.  Marriage, Family, church and community are much emphasized and enjoyed.  Close and vibrant relationships are valued and promoted.  They establish representative governments in the form of a civil covenants following the model of Deuteronomy 1:13.

1641  Massachusetts Body of Liberties is authored by Puritan pastor writer and attorney Nathaniel Ward. It contained a bill of rights that guaranteed life liberty and private property, regular elections, equality before the law, protections from self incrimination, trial by jury and no taxation without representation.  It was not a list of restrictions but rather a proclamation of liberties.  It laid the foundation for the Declaration of Independence, the US Constitution and The Bill of Rights.  It included an eleven point "Declaration of the Liberties The Lord Jesus Christ hath given to His churches" that protected them form any government injunctions or interference in any church, officer or member in point of doctrine, worship or discipline.

1636  The Colony of Connecticut was established by puritan pastor Thomas Hooker.  He added  a provision to the body of liberties that extended the right to vote to those not members of the congregational church.  His "Fundamental Orders of Connecticut" was Americas first constitution.

1639  Rev. John Davenport penned the "Fundamental agreement of New Haven."  fully one half of its 79 statutes were from the Bible's Old Testament.

1643  The "Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New England" became America's first union of the states

Many years later, on his tour of America, Alexis De Tocqueville would observe concerning America's long held traditions of Faith, values, family life, education, business, law, work ethic, representative government, regular elections, private property ownership and self government by the consent of the governed - "These same principles - unknown to the European nations or despised by them, were proclaimed in the wilderness of the new world and became the future symbol of a great people." 

1636  Pastor Rodger Williams a Congregationalist turned Baptist established Providence Rode Island and guaranteed full religious liberty to its inhabitants

1649  The colony of Maryland in it's Toleration Act expanded religious freedom.  This colony became an example of Catholics and protestants cooperating peacefully in government and community affairs.

1650  The Dutch settlers of Flushing on Long Island defied threats from their colonies' governor and came to the aid of new settlers who were Quakers stating that they were compelled to obey God's law rather than the governor's and quoting Jesus directive - "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them"

1669  Colony of Carolina established its "Fundamental Constitutions" which were ghost written by John Locke who held that God's higher law and natural law were the basis of English law. He defined Natural Law as being the physical laws of the universe and mankind's sense of right and wrong as understood through the revelation of the Bible.  He further held that government should respect and acknowledge God but not coerce anyone to accept God's plan of redemption.  He espoused liberty of conscience for all, even for heathens.  He held that Christians should not exclude the Indians form their sharing of the gospel and should also respect their religious freedom as an expression of the love of Christ.  Anglicans were originally the most numerous in this colony but were soon outnumbered by other protestant groups including Moravians.

The Church of England remained the quasi official state church in many of the colonies, especially Virginia, but it was disliked because the government implemented taxes to support it - It was seen as an arm of the government.  People steadily left it for other protestant churches.  Even Anglicans themselves did not want it to be established as the "Church of America" and they objected to the proposal of an American bishop.

1677  William Penn established the colony of West Jersey providing it with self government, and a bill of rights.  It attracted Quakers, Congregationalists Anglicans, Baptists, Lutherans, German Reformed, Dutch Reformed, English Presbyterians, Jews and Catholics.

1681  Penn established the colony of Pennsylvania and added Mennonites, French Huguenots, and Amish to the faiths already mentioned and guaranteed total religious freedom to everyone who believed in God even if they didn't go to church.  Penn espoused Jesus teaching to "Love your enemies" and reached out with peace to the Indians.

In the mid 1680s many of the northern American colonies were deprived of their self government charters and of much of their independence under the reigns of King Charles the 2nd and Catholic King James the 2nd.  Their fear of that happening again would remain in their minds.  They came to view Catholicism and arbitrary government as the greatest threats to their liberty.  Many of them had come to America to escape the threat of Catholicism or of any religious traditions that smacked of it - which, in their mind, included the Church of England.

1688  The Glorious Revolution in England occurs when Catholic king James the 2nd is dethroned and replaced by Protestant King William and Queen Mary.

The Great Awakening

It is now 100 years after the Great Migration of Puritans to America.  Prosperity, security and worldly influences had dulled Christianity.  It was becoming a merely cultural thing for many.  Few churches or preachers existed on the frontier.  Some of the urban elite were dabbling with the philosophy of Deism which presented God as disinterested and impersonal.  People were drifting away from the faith of their fathers, becoming careless and slowly sliding into secularism and laxness of morals.

The compromise policy of the halfway Covenant that granted church membership and the right to vote in civic elections and to hold public office even if one did not profess faith in Christ had diluted the life of the churches.

Pastor Jonathan Edwards rejected the half way covenant stating that church membership was only for those with real faith and a changed heart rather than mere intellectual assent.  He was kicked out of his church and went to establish a ministry to the Mohican Indians where he was warmly accepted.  Later he began ministering in a church in Northampton Connecticut.  

1734  A group of young people from Edwards church began to hold prayer meetings where they asked God for revival to occur in their church and elsewhere.  God answered their prayers.  Within months almost every adult in their town experienced an astounding conversion of faith in Jesus Christ.  Word soon spread and visitors came from surrounding communities.  People's lives were beautifully transformed.  They gave up alcohol, immorality and course and profane speech.  They became intensely interested in reading the Bible and in listening to sermons.  Whole communities were profoundly changed.  Families feuding for generations reconciled, antagonistic neighbors apologized, neglected debts were repaid or forgiven, parents rejoiced over their transformed children, husbands over their wives and wives over their husbands.  Every class in society was transformed.

1741   Jonathan Edwards, in a sober gentle and precise manner preaches about how the love of God restrains His judgment in a sermon entitled "Sinners in the hands of an angry God"  He extols that salvation is not to be obtained through good works but rather only through faith in Jesus Christ.  Thus began in earnest the greatest spiritual revival in American History.  It spread through all 13 colonies, extended to the frontier and even all the way back to England and Scotland.

The great awakening continued and intensified through the preaching of George Whitefield.  Born an English tavern keepers son he later became an ordained Anglican minister.  He preached with a fervent emotional style.  He had a heart for the common working class people of his youth and he reached out to them as well as to slaves.  He soon came to be resented by his fellow Anglican clergy so he turned to the protestant dissidents and to the American colonists.  In one appearance in Boston he drew an audience of 20,000 people as he preached in an open field on an elevated platform.  On the frontier some walked over 20 miles barefoot to hear his preaching.

The great awakening changed America for decades affecting three generations.  As people returned to the Bible a strong cense of obligation to God and to their communities was awakened within them.  Young men eagerly sought to become ministers and missionaries.  People started ministries to the poor and orphanages.  Faith based movements to end slavery began.  New colleges to train young men for the ministry were established: Princeton, Columbia, Brown, Rutgers and Dartmouth.

Not everyone was happy with these developments.  People who came to be known as "Old Lights" felt uncomfortable with changes in those who had been effected by the awakening (who were referred to as "New Lights").  They worried that the revival threatened the existing social and political order with its perception of everyone being equal before God.  Some even lobbied the government to suppress the new movement.  Churches of protestant dissidents increased as people left the long established churches to join them.  

The Great Awakening would come to be referred to as the first American Revolution.  It awakened not only an ardent faith in and loyalty to Christ but it also had the effect of unifying the colonies with the concept of God given inalienable rights for everyone.  People gained the inspiration the courage and the civic resolve to defend their God given freedoms by limiting ecclesiastical and political authority.  In effect, reviving Protestantism led to reviving liberty.  In truth, it could be said that the Great Awakening was the first widespread popular uprising against the established authority in the colonies.  

Resurgence of Royal Tyranny

For more than 150 years the colonies charters of self rule had been honored and taxes had only been laid on them by their own elected legislatures.  Now the latest king Gorge the 3rd claimed anew the divine right of kings, and he, with the support of the British Parliament in which the colonists had no representation, laid a series of onerous direct taxes on the colonists.  In addition to this the crown added even more unjust regulations through their ever increasing system of Mercantilism, a strangling program of economic restrictions under which the colonists were already suffering.

1763  The Seven Years War, known in the colonies as the French and Indian War, ends.  The colonists had lived in mortal fear of their country being conquered by the forces of "Popery" and arbitrary foreign government - The Catholic French to the north and west of them and the Catholic Spanish to the south.  Now, with the war over, they had hopes of great peace, security and prosperity.  But alas, those hopes were betrayed like a knife in the back by what they soon came to see as new manifestation of "Antichrist" - tyranny from the government of their own mother country. 

1763  In response to Pontiac's rebellion Britton closed the western frontier west of the Appalachians and required colonists to leave the Ohio River valley.

1764  Revenue Act also known as the "Sugar Act" Laid taxes on not just sugar but also on cloth, coffee and wine.  It was onerously and strictly enforced.

1765  The Stamp Act and the Quartering Act are imposed on the colonies.
The colonists, their spirits having been recently revived in the great awakening, did not just cravenly accept this new resurgence of tyranny, nor did they take to the streets as would happen years later in the bloody French Revolution, instead they turned to God and sought guidance in their churches, from their pastors.  Here they discovered a surprising unity.  Both Old Light pastors and New Light preachers stated that the Stamp Act was a violation of English common law.  They recognized it as a brash attempt to supplant higher law with man's law.  The colonists theological foundation was that of the protestant Reformers such as Zwingli who had written that "when ungodly rulers attack God's word or persecute the people under their care, Christians are morally obligated to resist them, and if need be, depose them."  One of the most prominent colonial ministers of the day, Jonathan Mayhew, preached that "No civil rulers are to be obeyed when they enjoin things that are inconsistent with the commands of God.  Disobedience to them is a duty, not a crime.  To obey an ungodly law tis treason against mankind, tis treason against common sense, tis treason against God.  Taxation without representation is vile ignominious slavery.  We ought to obey God rather than men."

The colonists religious faith inspired their resistance to tyranny while at the same time restrained and regulated that resistance.  As tyranny once again rose up against them, just like it had risen against their reformation forefathers, just as it had risen against them during the reign of Mary the 1st,Charles the 1st, and James the 2nd, They were forced to choose between subjugation or resistance.  More and more they felt like their backs were pressed up against the wall.  They had fled from this tyranny before and had created this place of refuge here in the new world but now the tyranny had pursued them to these sacred shores as well and they had to face it all over again.  The western frontier had been closed.  They had no place left to which they could flee.   They could endure much, but they were being compressed like a tightly coiled spring.  Inevitably some trigger would release that spring. 

Some Presbyterians began to question the authority of the king and declared that they would honor "No king but King Jesus."  They began to refer to the stamp as "The Mark of the Beast" which Christians had been warned of in the new testament book of Revelation.

1765  Anglican Virginia becomes the first colony to act against the Stamp Act.  The Virginia House of Burgesses inspired by Patrick Henry passed "The Virginia Resolves"  In it they stated that the colony's legislature alone had the right to lay taxes and that Virginians are not bound to pay the British Parliament's tax.  Soon nine other colonies followed and met in New York to draft a Declaration of Rights and Grievances in which they declared that they could only be taxed by their own legislatures.

To understand these pivotal events it is helpful to learn more about one of the colonist's most significant leaders.  Patrick Henry was a home schooled frontiersman attorney who gained much experience representing religious dissenters who were being mistreated by Virginia's established Anglican church.  He was greatly influenced by New Light Presbyterian parson and prominent Great Awakening preacher Samuel Davies who had encouraged the young Patrick to serve the public good and resist tyranny.  Davies once preached a sermon called "The Curse of Cowardice" in which he enjoined that "Genuine unselfish patriotism could only be inspired in a heart that was yielded to Jesus Christ and motivated by the agency of the Holy Spirit."  Patrick Henry's "Give me Liberty of give me death" boldness and fearlessness which so galvanized the colony's resolve in their quest for freedom was nothing less than a direct outworking of his faith.

Within a year of the Stamp Act a clergyman's congress was convened consisting of Presbyterian and Congregationalist pastors from several colonies to develop an inter-colonial strategy to protect America's religious and political liberties.  Although its actions were nonbinding, critics in both Britain and America saw it a Calvinist scheme to promote American independence.

To protest the stamp act the colonists organized a boycott of British goods.

1766  Confronted by a unexpectedly severe protests, economic pressure, and public outrage, all fanned from America's pulpits, the British king and Parliament finally conceded and repealed the stamp act.  The colonists expressed their gratitude to God in great thanksgiving services in their churches throughout the colonies in response.  New light evangelical Minister Benjamin Throop warned his fellow colonists however that "We could not long expect to enjoy our religious liberties when once our civil liberties were gone."

1767  The King imposes the Townsend Acts thereby taxing the colonist's glass, lead, paper, paint and Tea.

A new boycott of British goods is begun by the colonists.

1768  The king sends two regiments of British troops to Boston to intimidate the colonists.

1769  The Virginia House of Burgesses condemns the Townsend Acts.  The British governor dissolves the house of burgesses in response.

1770  British merchants suffering from the American boycott of British goods beseech Parliament to repeal the Townsend Acts.  Parliament repeals the Acts except for the Tea Tax.  British Prime Minister Lord Fredrick North exclaims "I will never think of repealing it until I see America prostrate at my feet"

1770  British troops fire on a mob of angry colonists in an event that came to be known as the "Boston Massacre"

1772  The British customs schooner "Gasphee" is burned by colonists.  The king announces that the perpetrators will be tried in England and that the colonies' judges are now to be paid by, and be directly accountable to, the British government alone.

1773  The British Parliament passes the Declaratory Act declaring that it has authority to impose any laws it wants to on the colonies.

1773  England passes The Tea Act granting preferential tax treatment and a monopoly to its East India Tea Company directly harming the interests of colonial merchants and citizens.

1774  Patriot leader Samuel Adams organizes the Boston Tea Party destroying East India taxed Tea.

1774  Britton imposes what came to be known as the "Intolerable Acts" closing the port of Boston and outlawing unauthorized Town meetings.  The Quartering Act is expanded to allow the British army to size any unoccupied buildings.

The Quebec Act is imposed, whereby the British crown granted to Canada lands that had been claimed by Massachusetts, Connecticut and Virginia.  It placed all law in Canada under the direct veto of the king.  It imposed a wide range of taxes on Canadians and denied them jury trials.  The American colonists reasonably fear that this is the king's plan for their country as well.  At the conclusion of the French and Indian War The king had established Roman Catholicism as the state religion of Canada.  What would prevent him from establishing the Anglican church as the state church in America?  The colonists natural rights, English common law rights, and charter rights were all being violated by the king and the British Parliament.  What would prevent the king, who claimed position as the head of the church of England, from violating their religious liberty as well, just as former British kings had done to their forefathers in the past.  The colonists "begin to see the hand writing of the wall"

The king replaces the Massachusetts governor with British military general Thomas Gauge and ships more British troops to America.

Samuel Adams publishes a circular letter requesting the that the other colonies help Boston.

1774  Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson proclaim a day of "public fasting humiliation and prayer" and called on Virginians to "implore divine interposition to avert heavy calamity which threatens destruction to our civil rights and to give us one heart and mind firmly to oppose, by all just and proper means every injury to American rights." Their motion passes with no dissenting votes and they march as a body to the local Anglican church for prayer.  This action energized patriot support and unity.  The royal governor dissolved the h House of Burgesses again as punishment.

Undeterred, the Burgesses then met in a tavern and wrote up a new resolution in which they declared that "An attack on a sister colony is an attack on all" and called for deputies of the colonies to meet in general congress.  This "Continental Congress was not authorized by the British crown and those attending it could be arrested tried in Briton for treason and tortured to death as punishment.  On the second day of this first Continental Congress a motion was made that congress should open its days with prayer.  It was feared by some that this would add to disunity that had already occurred over how to apportion the votes from each colony.  Some felt that with so many Christian faiths present it would be problematic when only one of them was chosen to offer the prayer.  Massachusetts Delegate Samuel Addams who later came to be known as the father of the American Revolution was a Puritan Calvinist Congregationalist and he supported the motion saying that he "could hear a prayer from a gentleman of piety and virtue, who was at the same time a friend to his country" the rest of the congress agreed and the motion passed.  Samuel Adams then nominated and Anglican clergyman, Jacob Duche to offer that first official prayer.  Congress approved that nomination.  Pastor Duche chose as his text the scripture reading scheduled for that day in the Anglican book of Common Prayer - Psalm 35: "Plead my cause, Oh Lord, with them that strive against me..." Those present recognized the providential significance of Duche's text and prayer.  John Adams wrote to his wife "It seemed as if Heaven had ordained that psalm to be read on that morning."

Congress passed a measure called the "Declaration and Resolves" in which they condemned the Intolerable Acts and the Quebec Act and asserted their American rights to "life, Liberty and property."  They declared taxation to be the sole right of the colonial legislatures and they established a Continental Association through which each of their colonies agreed to suspend trade with Great Britain.

Congress also endorsed the Suffolk Resolves through which Massachusetts had declared the Intolerable Acts to illegal under British law and urged that taxes not be paid to the royal government.  The resolves also advised that the people field an armed militia for self-defense and recommended suspending all trade with Great Britton.  It stated that "it is an indispensable duty which we owe to God, our country, ourselves and posterity, by all lawful ways and means in our power to maintain, defend and preserve those civil and religious rights and liberties, for which many of our fathers fought , bled and died, and to hand them down entire to future generations."

Congress ended by issuing a lengthy appeal to the people of Great Britton explaining colonial America's position and pledging continued loyalty to king and Parliament as long as America's inalienable rights were respected.  Congress also wrote to their fellow  American colonists of its biblical justification for the defense of their inalienable rights.

February 1775  Respected former Prime Minister of Great Britton Sir William Pitt advocated reconciliation with the colonists but Parliament decisively rejected his advice and declared Massachusetts to be in rebellion

Patrick Henry in the Virginia house of Burgesses on hearing this news recommended placing Virginia into a posture of defense saying" There is no longer any room for hope...An appeal to arms and the God of hosts is all that is left to us!...I know not what course others may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!"

In Boston British General Gage wrote that military action might be necessary but that it was likely to provoke a war.  He suggested that it might be wise to seek reconciliation with the Americans.  Aghast, King George the 3rd ordered him to do what was necessary to "re-establish government" in Massachusetts.  

April 19th 1775  Seven hundred British troops marched toward Lexington with orders to arrest John Hancock and Samuel Adams and to destroy the colonial militia's military equipment and supplies in Concorde and thus begins in earnest the American Revolution, a war that would rage on for eight years and would finally bring about one of the most significant advances in human freedom. 
Many who have heard this talk have commented that they recognize multiple parallels between the events and societal conditions leading up to the Great Awakening and the American Revolution and similar events and conditions in our time.

Many grow increasingly concerned and long for the restoration of our country.  Our forefathers learned by experience that the only sure path in times of crisis such as these is to return to God, the true author of our liberties, and pray that He will again send revival into the hearts of His people.  Our beloved country can be preserved and even restored if there is a new Great Awakening of faith in Jesus Christ. 
The words of American Founder Samuel Adams ring every bit as true in our day as they did in his - "While the People are virtuous they cannot be subdued, but once they lose their Virtue, they will be ready to surrender their Liberties...."  

